32          THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
children, and the arrangements for washing and
bathing leave nothing to be desired. Every child
is bathed and examined medically once a week.
Children of weak physique are sent away for a
period of six weeks to a country home owned by
the institution.
There is a special class in the Pestalozzi-Froe-
bel Haus for backward children. Some of the
children iti this class were over six years of age
and were being taught to read and write by special
methods. The total number of children in all the
sections of the Pestalozzi-Froebel Haus is nearly
1,000.
In another kindergarten which was visited, a
group of children was seen to be using the Mon-
tessori apparatus. But there were at least four
other groups. One was occupied with the colour
discs, another with games, a third group was
engaged in action songs and a fourth one was
looking after the plants in the garden. Each group
consisted of about twenty-five children. In teach-
ing the children in groups, the school was follow-
ing Froebel, for Dr. Montessori emphasises the
importance of individual attention and recom-
mends that the children should be given free-
dom, within certain limits, to choose their own
occupations and to do them for as long or as short
a time as they please.
The Froebelian Society does valuable work in
promoting the ideas of Pestalozzi and Froebel and
encouraging new experiments in the care and edu-
cation of children of pre-school age. Thanks to